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Gatti's book has the luminosity of Cecilia Vicuna's soly dar y dad,

but it is equally a story of a broken life. Within four years of being
released from prison in Uruguay, Mauricio Gatti's brother Gerardo
Gatti, his pregnant niece Adriana, and her partner Ricardo were
murdered in Argentina in 1976, increasing the numbers of Uru-
guay's disappeared-in operations facilitated by the infamous Plan

Condor. Mauricio Gatti's new partner Sara also became a politi-

cal prisoner and spent five years in different detention centers.
Just weeks before being apprehended, she gave birth to a baby
boy, Simon, who was taken from her and disappeared. She was

released in 1981 and relentlessly searched for her and Gatti's child
from then on, finding their son almost a decade after Mauricio
passed away in 1991. Mauricio himself barely escaped the secret
military police raids that decimated every single other person
who had a leadership role within his political organization. The

sole survivor of the core group, he went into exile to Barcelona,
where he remained well into the 1980s. ln a way, it could be said
that writing En la selva hay mucho por hacer was the closest he

would be allowed to be with his little girl, for whom the book was
written.

The story of the artist Mauricio Gatti and this book is not one
of reparation, of getting over trauma, but one of brokenness. The
void created in people's lives through incarceration, disappear-
ance, and torture is not something that allows for reconciliation;
there is no way to move beyond the catastrophe of retroactive
and perpetual isolation. En la selva hay mucho por hacer is a story
of living within trauma, of organizing despite it, of solidarity oc-
curring against the odds of crushing enclosures. lt is not a tale of
healing, but a fable of insurgent action and a "solidarity of attack"6
set into motion-of life and struggle in all its complicated violence
and beauty, striking back at us.

Now, over forty years after the book was first compiled, it is
a radically different time for refugees. No one then could have
imagined that more prison and detention camps would exist to-
day than at the time it was written, many of them located here in

Europe, precisely in those countries that at the time welcomed
those political refugees fleeing death and disappearance. How
can we explain that an increasing number of children not only
experience separation from their parents who are politically in-
carcerated, but they themselves suffer the perils of torture and
imprisonment. Given today's carceral capitalist regimes the need
for developing a language to address these experiences seems
crucial. The question of how to be in solidarity when things are
broken and fragile is not a philosophical one but a practical one.

The storytelling thai ----
offers a language fc' =: = ''
for surviving but als: ':' ='
closure through the -= -
an elephant, a seal, a :'-

6 ln the same year that
Gatti was in prison, N,4aria

rosa Dalla Costa wrote the
following about feminist
solidarity: "lt must consistl
of breaking the tradition of
privatized female, with all
its rivalry, and reconstruc-
ting a real solidarity among
women: not solidarity for
defense but solidarity for
attack, for the organization
of the struggle" (1971)

Women and the Subverslon
of the Community. A Maria-
rosa Dalla Costa Reader
(PM Press: Oakland, 2019)
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These drawings were not made for publication. They were-
initially-passed secretly from hand to hand. ln this way
a comrade discovered how to climb overthe prison bars.

To make sure that the little black bird with a red beak
reached his daughterwith a message of struggle and hope.

These doodles could have been made by any mother,
any father of the many today who are locked up in the "zoo,"

who all so badly want to be with their children again and
who know that "in the jungle there is much to do."To those
parents, to those children, we dedicate this book.

-Comunidad del Sur, 1971
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